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Community minded Seattleite honored by Governor Inslee  
for saving lives through organ donation 

“Gift of Life” Award Presented by Governor to Acknowledge Life-Saving Organ Donations   
 
March 20, 2019 - Michele Elizabeth Ramsey was humble and modest to her core. 
A writer and voracious reader, she was quiet but appreciated small acts of 
kindness that made big waves. She could often be found bringing blankets to 
those sleeping outside or assembling lunch packages for the homeless in her 
neighborhood- good deeds done for nothing in return, but just because they 
were the right things to do. Her generosity continued into her death through the 
donation of her kidneys, heart valves, and corneas.  
 
“She was always a giver and generous with her belongings,” her husband Chris 
remembers, “it just makes sense that her last act was one of generosity.”  
 
On Thursday, April 4, Governor Jay Inslee will honor Michele’s life-saving gifts and 
those of nearly 100 other generous organ donors who gave the Gift of Life in 
Washington last year. Each year, the Governor honors donors from the previous 
year with the “Gift of Life” award in a ceremony held at the capitol in Olympia.  
 
“The power of organ donation is something we see every day in our job,” says 
Kevin O’Connor, CEO of LifeCenter Northwest. “It is truly an honor to be able to 
share these amazing stories with the Governor and show our gratitude to the 
donor families for their generosity.” 
 
Michele’s Story 
 
Michele and Chris were no strangers to the power of organ donation. For 10 
years they sat on the other side of the call as Michele’s father waited for a match 
and a life-saving kidney transplant. They watched his optimism remain, even as 
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his health continued to decline. Chris believes that knowing there was a chance 
for restored health in transplantation kept his father-in-law alive.  
 
“I saw how it impacted him every day.” Chris remembers, “He stayed positive and 
made it through each day because of the hope of a second chance.”  
 
Through this experience, Chris and Michele had plenty of opportunities to talk 
about organ donation and their wish to give to others should something happen 
to them. Both being healthy, they didn’t suspect these conversations would be 
relevant any time soon.  
 
Michele suffered from Chronic Asthma, however it didn’t play a very restrictive 
role in her life. She led an active life and was vigilant about caring for her health. 
On a hot afternoon last July, Michele asked Chris to run to the drug store to pick 
up medicine for her nebulizer, a machine used for asthma management. They 
exchanged text messages as he was leaving the store. When Chris arrived home 
he found Michele unconscious. He quickly called the paramedics and began CPR. 
She passed away on August 3, 2018, one week before the couple’s anniversary.   
 
“It’s hard when you’re in that moment, but I could put myself in their [organ 
recipients] shoes. I know the impact,” says Chris. “Knowing that she did that gives 
me some solace.”  
 
 
About LifeCenter Northwest 
Founded in 1997, LifeCenter Northwest serves nearly 8.3 million people as the 
federally designated organ procurement organization for Alaska, Montana, North 
Idaho, and Washington. In addition, LifeCenter Northwest is an American 
Association of Tissue Banks accredited tissue recovery organization. The 
organization works collaboratively with over 200 hospitals. Last year, LifeCenter 
Northwest saved more lives than ever before by recovering 878 organs for 
transplant from 271 donors. For more information, or to register to be an organ, 
eye, and tissue donor, go to www.lcnw.org.   
 
National Donate Life Month  
National Donate Life Month (NDLM) was established by Donate Life America and 
its partnering organizations in 2003. Celebrated in April each year, NDLM features 
an entire month of local, regional and national activities to help encourage 
Americans to register as organ, eye and tissue donors and to celebrate those who 
have saved lives through the gift of donation. 
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WHO:    Families of those who became organ donors in Washington state in 2018      
join Governor Inslee to honor their loved ones.  
 
WHAT:  The Governor’s Gift of Life Award 
 
WHEN:   Thursday, April 4, 2019 11:30 AM 
 
WHERE: Capitol Dome, Legislative Building, 416 Sid Snyder Avenue SW, Olympia 
 
WHY:      To honor those who courageously gave the gift of life through organ 
donation last year in Washington state  
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